
Elizabeth Kelsey, Telegraph Herald reporter 
Reprinted with permission from the Telegraph Herald.

A Dubuque nonprofit serving immigrants 
will move to a new home this summer.
Presentation Lantern Center, currently located in Schmid 
Innovation Center at 900 Jackson St., will move to a space 
within Mount Loretto, the Carter Road motherhouse of 
Dubuque’s Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

The move represents something of a homecoming for the 
Lantern Center, which was founded by the Presentation 
sisters in 2002.

“Our sponsorship of their ministry is very close to our 
hearts,” said Sister Mary Lou Specha, a member of the 
congregational leadership team. “We know what the 
climate is for immigrants today, and part of our charism  
of radical hospitality calls us to open our hearts and open 
our doors and have space to welcome all.”

The Lantern Center pairs learners with mentors who help 
them study English, prepare for U.S. citizenship exams and 
learn practical skills. Since its launch, the nonprofit has 
served more than 2,500 immigrants from 85 countries.

The center was first housed in the rectory of the former 
Saint Mary’s Catholic Church and had several homes 
before settling in Schmid Innovation Center in 2014.

Lantern Center Executive Director Megan Ruiz said the 
space has suited the center well, but as the nonprofit’s staff, 
students and programming have expanded, they’ve found 
themselves outgrowing the space.

The new 2,000-square-foot location at Mount Loretto will 
offer more classroom and storage space, a bigger children’s 
area and five offices rather than two, plus access to an 
adjacent parking lot.

It will take up two floors of space that formerly housed 
administrative offices for the Presentation sisters. 
Those employees moved to a different space within the 
motherhouse several months ago. Renovations to prepare 
the new space are underway, and Lantern Center officials 
plan to move in this summer.

Ruiz described the motherhouse as an ideal, centrally-
located spot for the Lantern Center’s learners, with two 
nearby city bus stops and several apartment complexes 
within walking distance.

Of the center’s 60 to 80 weekly students, only three or four 
indicated on a survey that the new location might present 
a transportation problem, and the tutors for those students 
quickly offered to drive them to sessions.

Both Ruiz and the Presentation sisters hope the Lantern 
Center’s new home will foster deeper connections between 
the congregation and nonprofit, whether that means sharing 
snacks and hosting holiday parties or increased volunteer 
opportunities for sisters who cannot easily leave the 
motherhouse. (continued on page 3)

April 2026 • Volume 22 • Issue 2The

A newsletter of the Presentation Lantern Center
LANTE N

Presentation Lantern Center  
to Relocate this Summer

Above: Carmen Hernandez, PBVM, congregational  
leader of the Presentation Sisters, shared the exciting 
news of our upcoming move for the first time with guests 
at our sold-out Lighting the Lantern event on March 19.



Here is one family’s story—one of 
over a thousand heartbreaking  
stories of detention and deportation in 
Iowa.

Michael is a young man from the 
tri-state area and a brave member of 
the U.S. military. Last summer, while 
stationed far away, he learned that one 
of his family’s worst nightmares had 

come true. His father David had been pulled over, detained 
and yanked overnight to one of Iowa’s nine county jails 
that contract with ICE. Michael’s father David came to the 
U.S. as a child, more than 30 years ago. He risked his life, 
crossing the desert alone in search of safety and a way to 
supplement his family’s income. He built a life in the  
tri-state area and lived here peacefully with no criminal 
record. In 2025, he was deported, after months of  
imprisonment, leaving behind his three kids.

This family’s story is heartbreaking but sadly not unique. 
Currently, more than 6.3 million U.S. citizen children live 
in households where one or more of their parents have no 
pathway to legal residency. 

Refugees and immigrants 
are vital to our communities 
and our economy. While  
no person’s worth can be 
measured in dollars, it is 
worth noting that all  
refugees and immigrants 
(undocumented and  
documented) pay over  
$635 billion in taxes each year—while remaining  
ineligible to access most federal services.

Over the past 16 months, more than two million people 
have had their work permit or immigration status changed 
or revoked without notice, leaving families vulnerable 
to ICE and extortion. Our small emergency fund, made 
possible with community support, provides assistance with 
application fees and some basic necessities. For families 
like Michael’s, the Lantern Center’s friendship, language 
support and an occasional, temporary lifeline make an  
immeasurable difference. Thank you for helping people 
feel welcome, to improve their English and feel a sense of 
belonging.

A Family Torn Apart

We are grateful to the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration for their generous grant in support  
of our financial assistance fund. The fund helps immigrants maintain stability and avoid cycles of 
debt. Their extraordinary commitment ensures that individuals can meet essential needs while  
remaining focused on work, school and building a better future. This investment provides critical  
support at pivotal moments and helps prevent short-term hardships from becoming lasting obstacles.
 

One student shared, “I am truly grateful for the support to help finance my car. Having reliable transportation  
means so much as a single mom. It lifted a financial burden and gave me stability and peace of mind. Your  
generosity is making a real difference in my life and motivates me to keep working toward my goals. Thank you  
for your support.”

FSPA Grant
has Huge
Impact!

From Tutor to Trustee ~ Liz Kruse Joins Our Board
Liz became involved with the Lantern Center as a tutor while she was a student at Loras College  
in the mid-2000s prior to studying and living briefly in Spain. She has been working in higher  
education in a variety of areas since 2010 from Alumni Relations and International Student  
Services/Education Abroad to Graduate Studies, Adult Education, and IT. She now works remotely 
for Grinnell College as an IT Project Manager and is excited to return to serve at the Lantern Center 
as a board member.

100 Women Who Care ~ First Quarter Recipient!
The Lantern Center is grateful for a $12,000 donation from Women Who 
Care members in support of our financial assistance fund. Their generosity 
will help provide critical necessities for hardworking individuals facing 
temporary financial challenges. This donation offers stability, dignity and 
hope when it is needed most. 

(stock photo)Megan Ruiz
Executive Director



CONTACT US  
900 Jackson Street 
Suite LL5-1  
Dubuque, Iowa 52001  
563.557.7134 

info@thelanterncenter.org  
www.thelanterncenter.org 

MISSION 

The Presentation Lantern Center offers  
hospitality, educational opportunities and  
advocacy to adult immigrants who are  
striving to better their lives.

HOURS  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday:   
   10 AM–3 PM 
Tuesdays and Thursdays: 1–7 PM 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

Craig Takes: President 
Faye Finnegan: Vice President 
Matt Dodds: Treasurer 
Richelle Friedman, PBVM: Secretary 
Gina Guerrero de Reyes 
Jimmy Jean-Francois  
Mary Klein 
Liz Kruse
Dianne McDermott 
Tonya Trumm 

OUR TEAM 

Megan Ruiz
Executive Director 
megan@thelanterncenter.org 

Ann Lorenz
Community Outreach Director 
ann@thelanterncenter.org 

Sue Ellis
Education Director 
info@thelanterncenter.org 

Sara Millhouse
Business Coordinator 
sara@thelanterncenter.org  

VISIT US AT 

 thelanterncenter.org 
 facebook.com/LanternDBQ 
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(cont. from page 1)  “Cultural diversity only enriches our lives, because 
we’re learning from each other’s values and prayer styles and traditions 
... and the building of relationships is a main point of any ministry,” said 
Congregational Leadership Team Member Carmen Hernandez. Ruiz 
agreed. “I’m excited to share the space with the people who started it all,” 
she said. “They’re just such a warm, supportive, caring group of people  
that have wrapped their arms around our mission.”

The Lantern Center is deeply grateful to the Sisters of the Presentation 
for this incredible opportunity and for their continued support.

On March 19, Lighting the Lantern brought together a record number of 
guests, a powerful reflection of our community’s growing commitment to our 
mission and support for our immigrant neighbors. 
 

We were honored to welcome back 
keynote speaker Alex Baum, director 
of advocacy, data and learning at the 
Community Foundation of Greater 
Dubuque. “Immigrant communities 
remain critically important for how 
Dubuque is able to thrive,” he said. 
Even amid the uncertainties facing 
immigrants nationwide, his message 
pointed to hope grounded in local 
action and shared commitment. “I’m heartened to see how much Dubuquers 
have been doing in a year that has been hard and frightening for many. It’s 
why I take such inspiration from the work of the Lantern Center, and from 
Postville, and from communities like in Minnesota that I’ve seen around the 
country.” 
 

He closed by recognizing the everyday efforts shaping a stronger, more  
welcoming community. “The people of our region have been forging  
friendships and providing care, and in doing so, are helping bring into  
existence the kind of world they want to live in.”

Lighting the Lantern Shines at Capacity!

Above right: Event speakers included Board President Craig Takes, Heather Trees  
and Alex Baum. Above: Presentation Sisters and Associates filled three tables at our 
sold-out Lighting the Lantern event, reflecting their deep commitment to our mission. 
(Photo credit: Emily Shedek)



We are truly grateful to our 
community for their incredible 
support! Gifts received from 
11/5/25 to 4/15/26.
Community  
Foundation of  
Greater Dubuque
Dr. Peter & Cynthia Alt 
Michael & Mary Pat Ament 
Alan & Susan Hattel 
Todd & Kathleen Klapatauskas 
Beth & Rob Kundert 
Christopher & Pamela Theisen 
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Toale
Donna Wahlert
In Honor of
Sisters Paula and Trish
   Susan M. Dolter 

My grandchildren chose  
the Lantern Center as their 
Christmas donation recipient! 
   Peggy Driscoll 

Kathy Botticelli 
   Rob & Olivia Maple 
   Al & Barb Nathan 
   Kenneth & Lynn Zehnder
Mary Joanne Klein 
   Michael Klein
Corine Murray, PBVM 
   Dianne Gibson
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Toale 
   Our Lady of the Mississippi 
   Abbey
The Wonderful Staff at the  
Lantern Center 
   Lana Santamaria    
In Memory of
Paul J. Allen
   Billie Greenwood 
Katrina Dasch, Immigrant 
Ancestor
   Anonymous Donor
David J. Doering
   M. Louann Doering, PBVM
Larry Griffin
   Lloyd & Dianne McDermott
Terry M. Gross
   Joseph Walker
Douglas Hussa
   Eda Hussa
 Barbara Lambert
   Richard Lambert 
Maryann Caudill-Lo Guidice
   Tom Lo Guidice
Sr. Jeanette McCarthy
   LeNae K. McNulty
Leo & Helen Miller
   Rev. Msgr. James Miller
Pam Miller
   Jim Miller
Francis Rothluebber 
   Deborah Barrett

Sr. Ruth Ann Takes 
   Mark & Pat McCright
Charlie Winterwood 
   Frank Potter & Tamara 
   Prenosil
General Gifts
100+ Women Who Care 
Deb & Jerry Adams 
Michael & Mary Pat Ament 
Thomas & Janis Anderegg 
Anonymous 
Susan Balsamo 
Alex & Tricia Baum 
David & Amy Becker 
Jean Becker 
Dora Serna Bedoya
Stephen & Marilyn Bell 
Dr. Thomas & Anne Benda 
Catherine & Donald Bernards
Keith & Lugene Berning
Jimmy Bettcher
Mary Loney Bichell
Andrea Bixler 
David & Karen Bonfig 
Bread of Life Presbyterian Church 
Carl & Mary Breen 
Steven Bruse & Jane Kouba 
Phillip & Rebecca Bryant 
Kara Bunte & David Klavitter
Julie Burgmeier 
Tom & Juanita Burke 
Bradley & Theresa Buss
Scott & Sandra Cairns 
Caitlin Cervenka
Chris Chapin-Tilton 
Charity on Top Foundation
Douglas & Jean Cheever
Frank Cicciarelli
Conlon Construction Co. 
Mary Conzett 
Brian & Ann Cooper 
Michael & Connie Cosgrove 
Cottingham & Butler
Ann Cunningham 
Rick & Rae Ann Dickinson
Kristin Dietzel 
Jodie & Michael Dirksen
Matt & Kara Dodds 
Ann & Frank Duchow 
Emily Duehr & Benjamin  
   Hoelscher 
Julie & Jeff Duncan
Bobbi & Rich Earles 
Sue & Michael Ellis 
Daniel & Marilyn Emmert
Dawn Engling 
Charlotte Enright, OSF 
Jerry Enzler & Katherine Fischer 
Paul & Mary Farley
Barb Featherston 
Jerry & Janet Feeney
Faye Finnegan 
Franciscan Sisters of 
   Perpetual Adoration (grant) 

Mary & Keevin Franzen 
Allison Freihoefer 
Richelle Friedman, PBVM 
Terry & Paula Friedman 
Calvin & Barbara Gatch
Veronica & Virgil Gehling 
Dianne Gibson
Debra Giese
Aubrey Gitter
Richard & Colleen Gitter
Kathleen Golinski 
Char Goode 
Teri & John Goodmann 
Charles Green & Joyce White 
Richard & Mary Jean Gregory 
Thomas & Julie Griep 
Gronen Properties, LLC 
Lyle & Dianne Harris  
Dorothy Hartz, OSF
Alan & Sue Hattel 
Eldon Hefel
David & Jane Heiar
Henry Family Foundation
Theresa & Doug Hilgendorf 
Robert & Marilyn Hoefer
Ronald Hoefer 
Mary Hoelscher 
Ann & Daniel Hoffman
Jordan Hoftender 
Scott & Darlene Howell
Jayme Ironside
Renee Jedlicka 
KCRG “9 Who Care” Award
Joe & Alana Kennedy 
Dale & Nancy Kilburg 
Mary Klatt
James & Nancy Klauer 
Kathleen Klein 
Fr. Daniel Knepper 
Kevin & Dianne Koch
Teresa Koch
Jeff & Annie Koelker
Clark Koenigfeld
Donald & Caroline Koppes 
Robert & Angela Krall
Sharon Kress 
Ryan & Liz Kruse with John 
    Deere match 
Roger Kurt & Aggie Tauke
Michael & Veronica Larkin 
George & Connie Leibfried 
Karen Lenstra
Bill & Colleen Lester 
Robert Loch 
Stephen & Sharon Loeffelholz 
Tom Lo Guidice
Ann Lorenz  
Julie & Richard Lundstrom 
Kenneth & Lilann Lyons 
James & Ruth Manor
Amy & Edward Manternach
Jody Maple 
Mary Martens, BVM
Cindy McAndrew
 

Amy McCarron & Daniel Jones
Amy McDermott
Terry & Connie McDermott 
Kathryn McWethy 
Dave & Mary Melchert 
Shirley Meriwether
Robert & Susan Miller 
Diane Muir
Connie & Michael Murphy 
Paul & Jane Nagy
Lucille Nicholson 
Paula Norby
Karla O’Connor
Patrick & Darlene O’Neill 
Tim & Mary Kay Pancratz 
Peerless Well & Pump, Inc.
Winston Dwark Persaud &  
   May Burt Persaud  
Lou & Mary Peterhans 
Julie Phillips 
Angela Pierce 
Paul & Carole Porter 
Dick Pouzar & Bonnie Garrity 
Edward & Ericka Raber 
Elizabeth Raschke 
Mary Lou Reisch, OSF 
Katheryn Reuter
Kaley Rigdon Burgmeier 
Matthew Rissler 
River Lights Bookstore
Jerry & Barb Roling 
Sarah & Pete Ross 
Charles & Margreet Ryan 
Ss. Andrew-Thomas School
St. Joseph Key West
St. Pius X Parish
Craig & Joan Schaefer
Zac & Amy Scherrman
Carolyn Schmid 
Paul & Sue Schramm
Sheila Schultz
Colin & Karen Scott 
Shirley Seeley
Tom & Emily Shedek 
Mark & Sherri Sieverding
Linda & Bob Sigwarth
Sue Simon 
Sisters of Charity, BVM 
Sisters of the Presentation  
Sisters of the Visitation
Thomas & Nancy Spalla 
Mary Lou Specha, PBVM 
Bruce & Julie Specht 
StackStone Wealth
Emma Stapleton 
Terry Stewart & Judy Schmidt 
Jeff Streit
Katheryn & Stephen Struck
Terry & Sheila Sullivan 
Summit Congregational 
   United Church of Christ  
Cheryl Syke & Brian Poirer
Craig Takes & Heather Trees
Carrie Tedore
 

Fr. Phil Thompson
Robert Tyler
Leonard & Susan Uhal
Bonnie Ulfers, PBVM  
Mary & Mark Wagner 
David & Nancy Wahlert 
Drs. Mark & Annalee Ward
Susan & Roger Ward 
Michelle Watnick 
Michelle Watters &  
   Nancy Knipper 
Liang Chee Wee
Gail & David Weitz
Beth Whisler 
Cindy Widmar
Roseann & David Wiederholt
Raymond & Susan Wilson
Chad & Dr. Laura Witthoeft
Carol Wrabl 
James & Joellyn Yeast 
Lenny & Mags Young 
Tony & Kari Zelinskas

Proud to be
a United Way
agency partner!

Lighting the Lantern 
Sponsors
Shining Star ~ $5,000
Sisters of the Presentation, BVM
Sisters of Charity, BVM

Beacon of Light - $2,000
Sisters of St. Francis

Ray of Hope - $1,000
Community Foundation of  
   Greater Dubuque 
Conlon Construction
Rick & Rae Ann Dickinson 
Matt & Kara Dodds
Faye Finnegan 
GoldFinch Wealth 
   Management | LPL Financial
Jimmy & Mary Jo Jean-Francois
Tim & Mary Moothart 
O’Connor & Thomas, P.C.
Cindy & Doug Recker
Craig Takes & Heather Trees

Share-A-Table: $500
Catholic Financial Life
Kristin Dietzel
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
   Adoration
Patrick & Nancy Harrington
Hoelscher Orthodontics
Mary & Bill Klein
MidWestOne Bank
Riley Subaru 
Carrie Tedore 
Tricon Construction Group 

Friends of the Lantern Center


