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When we count 
our blessing 
we count 
you twice. 
At our 10th 
anniversary 
event, 
November 
8, 2012, 
we heard 
encouraging 

words from the leadership of the 
Presentation Sisters and powerful 
stories from tutors, visitors and our 
Board President. Thanks to the many 
people who served on the planning 
committee and our friends and 
benefactors who blessed us with their 
presence.

It is significant that in our 10th 
anniversary year, Presentation Lantern 
received a 365 IMPACT Award in the 
category of Non-Profit Excellence. 
The IMPACT Awards highlight people, 
businesses and organizations that 
make a positive impact in the 
Dubuque community. 

Recently we welcomed people from 
Nepal and Jordan. To date, people 
from five continents and 46 different 
countries have come to work one-on-
one with our volunteer tutors who do 
a great job. I am thankful for each of 
them.

In each April issue, we recognize our 
friends and benefactors who help us 
keep the lantern light burning as we 
welcome the new immigrants among 
us. We are very grateful for your 
support and your partnership in our 
mission. 

lantern center 

Welcome 
by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

The Long Journey to Citizenship
by Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM

Coming to the United States and becoming 
a citizen is the dream of many newcomers. 
The journey from Iran to the U.S. began six-
teen years ago for Maasoumeh and Farhad. 

In 1996, Maasoumeh’s sister Nikki, already 
a U.S. citizen and living in California, initiat-
ed the process to sponsor them. They waited 
eleven years for an invitation from the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to 
go to a U.S. embassy for an interview and 
health check. Because there is no U.S. 
embassy in Iran, they had to travel to an 
embassy in Naples, Italy. Nikki also traveled 
to Naples to assist Maasoumeh and Farhad 
with the process. She returned to California 
with Massoumeh at her side. 

When Maasoumeh came to the U.S. from 
Tehran, Iran, in 2007, she received a Per-
manent Residence Card (Green Card). Her 
husband, Farhad, came the next year. They 
lived with Nikki in San Diego, Calif. Farhad 
had difficulty finding a job there, so they 
responded to an invitation from Farhad’s 
cousin Mohammad to come to Dubuque two 
years ago. Farhad is employed at Loras Col-
lege and he and Maasoumeh have a house 
in Dubuque. They 
come to the Lantern 
Center weekly to 
continue learning 
English. 

After the required 
five to six years 
of U.S. residence, 
Maasoumeh applied 
to become a citizen 
and paid the stan-
dard fee of $680. 
She studied the 
100 questions for 
several months. 

“Preparing alone for the test in civics and 
language skills could be difficult,” states 
Maasoumeh. “With my teacher’s help it was 
not hard.” 

In December 2012, Maasoumeh passed the 
test to become a citizen; she took the oath 
of allegiance to the United States in Cedar 
Rapids in March.

“I have known my English teacher, Dianne 
Roche, for two years,” states Maasoumeh. 
“Dianne gives her life and time for other 
people like me. She is interested in politics, 
music, bicycling, sail boats and art — we 
talk about these things.”

Farhad continues to study English with Sr. 
René Laubenthal and also plans to apply for 
U.S. citizenship.

“My very good friend, Maasoumeh, and I 
met at the Lantern Center about two years 
ago,” shares Dianne. “I was so proud of her 
for passing the citizenship test. When she 
took her citizenship oath, she changed her 
name to Nasrin as a sign of her new life.”  
 
Learning at the center includes awareness 

of culture and lan-
guage. Maasoumeh, 
now Nasrin, likes to 
travel and will visit 
Iran this summer. 

“She is a great 
cook and I have 
been lucky to taste 
some of her dishes,” 
remarks Dianne.  
“Meeting Nasrin has 
been a wonderful 
thing for me. I am 
fortunate to have 
her for my friend.”

Left to right, Nasrin (Iran), formerly Maasoumeh, and her 
tutor, Dianne Roche, study English, share cultures and 
enjoy a rewarding friendship.



supporting the mission 
Friends of the Presentation Lantern Center

Monetary gifts up to $24
Sr. Jessi Beck, PBVM
Shelley Boland
Ruth Boll
Elaine Brown
Barbara Callahan
Sr. Donard Collins, BVM
Sr. Kay Cota, PBVM
Charlotte Danner
LuAnn Duran
Calvin Jr. and Barbara Gatch
Sr. Janet Goetz, PBVM
Sr. Anne Healy, RSM
Sr. Karen Jasper, PBVM
Sr. Sharon Kelchen, PBVM
Levonne Kerth
Kay Kessler
Nancy Knipper
Tom and Maryann LoGuidice
Sr. Jeanette McCarthy, PBVM
Marlene Myers
Sr. Hermann Platt, PBVM
Barbara Ressler
Frank Schaefer
Mary Schmidt
Sr. Louise Scieszinski, PBVM
Zelma Sholly
Sr. Annette Skyles, PBVM
Rita Stanley
Karen Vander Millen
Sr. Catherine Wingert, PBVM

$25 to $49	
Donna Bauerly
Julie Beck

Robert and Betty Beecher
Julie and Thomas Blomme
Robert and Mary Breitfelder
Sr. Joan Brincks, PBVM
Sr. Julianne Brochamp, PBVM
Judith L. Calcari
Joyce Callahan
Brendalee Connors and Sara 		
	 Krammer
Ron and Mary Dankert
Delta Kappa Gamma Society
Donald and Eleanor Freiburger
Good Search
Bernadette Graves
James and Yvonne Kisch
Mark and Constance LaBarbera
Deb and Norb McClimon
Jim and Pam Miller
Patricia Miller
Madonna Moeller
Gail Murphy
Sr. Damian O’Brien, PBVM
Rev. John Paisley
PEO Sisterhood Chapter MP
Rev. Wayne Ressler
Darlene Richard
Ann Schueller
Special Touch Hair Shoppe
Kenneth and Marlene Tekippe
Ruth Turnis
Vincent and Elizabeth Vandenheuvel
Gerald and Eva Vize
Mary E. and Mark D. Wagner
Sr. Rita Waters, RSM
Lenny and Mags Young

Kenneth and Karen Zeckser
Zephyr Aluminum Products, Inc.

$50 to $99
Karla Berns
Bill and Sue Biver
Douglas and Jean Cheever
Sr. Therese Corkery, PBVM
Tom and Marilyn Deeny
James and Leticia Delaney
Sr. Richelle Friedman, PBVM
Warren and Beth Gall
William and Rachel Gerber
Sr. Marge Healy, PBVM
Rev. William Joensen
William and Bonnie Kiernan
Charlotte King
Janet Leonard
Vincent and Bernice Martensen
Verna McDermott
Rev. Jim Miller
Dan and Beth Murray
Robin O’Connor
Pat and Darlene O’Neill
Srs. Anthony and Roseanne 
Rottinghaus, PBVM
John and Patricia Scherrman
Sisters of the Visitation, Dubuque
St. Raphael’s Cathedral, Dubuque
Patrick and Carol Walsh
Rev. John Walsh

$100 to $249
American Trust & Savings Bank, 	
	 Dubuque
Rev. John Barnes
Cecelia Becker
Rev. Msgr. Walter Brunkan
Rosa Nieto De Caceres
Dorothy Castellon
Church of the Resurrection, 		
	 Dubuque

Presentation Lantern Center is sponsored by the 
Sisters of the Presentation. We are deeply grateful to 
all who partner with us in this ministry of hospitality, 
educational opportunities and advocacy to newcomers 
from across the street and across the globe. We 
appreciate your generosity and remember you in our 
daily prayers.

Left to right, Sr. Corine Murray, Catherine Basten, Kevin Deeny and Kevin’s 
daughter, Ella, enjoy conversation at the Block Party, February 1, hosted by the 
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque.

Dora Serna  
and Luis Rojas 
(Colombia) and 
their children, 
Alejandro and 
Daniela, share 
native costumes, 
reflection and 
music at the 
November 8, 
2012, 10th 
Anniversary 
celebration.

Alice Clark
Kevin Deeny and Megan Stull
Jim and Beth Derr
Rebecca Derr
James and Mary DiDomenico
Linda Dolphin
Frank and Maryann Dunn
Imogene Eckstein
Joseph and Barbara Featherston
Floorshow Furniture and Flooring
Marvin and Karen Freiburger
Terrance and Paula Friedman
Marlys Graettinger
Maxine Griep
Elizabeth Guiliani
Frank Honigman
M. A. Jacobsen
Florence Jaeger
Mary Wilkes Karraker
James and Nancy Klauer
Rev. Dan Knepper
Kevin and Dianne Koch
Donald and Caroline Koppes
Robert and Angela Krall
Rev. Eugene Kutsch
Charles and Helen Lickteig
Richard and Julie Lundstrom
Leo and Rosemary Mallie
Steve McMahon
Robert and Susan Miller
Christopher and Courtney Murray
John and Missy Murray
Mike Murray
Patrick and Deborah Murray
Tim and Jen Murray
Bob and Ann Osterhaus
Prudential Financial Retirement 	
	 Group
Stephen and Kris Rodham
Dennis and Rita Ryan
Margaret Schmitz Trust
Sisters of Charity, BVM



St Joseph’s of Farley, Class of 1962
St. Vincent DePaul, Holy Ghost 	
	 Council, Dubuque
Harry and Mary Stanton
Carrol Stark
Sr. Ruth Ann Takes, PBVM
Ronald and Madonna Weaver
Mariann Weber

$250 to $499 
Dr. R. Scott and Sandra Cairns
Church of the Nativity, Dubuque
Floorshow Furniture and Flooring 	
	 Employees
Charles & Vicki Glab Fund
	 Community Foundation
Cecelia M. Gregory Estate
Dick and Mary Jean Gregory
Herrig Charitable Foundation
Stephen and Sharon Loeffelholz
Margaret Lovrien
Judith Schwartz and Beth Artico
Daniel and Patsy Sebben
St. Columbkille Parish, Dubuque
Tapestry Band
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Toale
Robert H. and Donna Wahlert
Rev. Doug Wathier

$500 to $999
Brian and Michelle Covey
David and Elizabeth Cushman
Dubuque Archdiocese Collection
Charles and Donna Ewy
Arnold and Joyce Honkamp
HY-VEE STORES, Dubuque
Rev. Paul McDonald
Bill Murray
Robert and Beverly Murray
James and Mary Schmid Family Trust
	 Community Foundation
Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy 	
	 Family

$1,000 to $3,000
Roger and Janet Rhomberg 
	 Heartland Charitable Trust
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque
St. Vincent De Paul Society, 		
	 Dubuque
Jim and Marita Theisen 
	 Donor-Advised Fund Community 	
	 Foundation

$10,000 
New Melleray Abbey, Dubuque

TOTAL $35,968.56 

In Memory of
Emil Barth
Dallas Dolphin
Madonna Jaeger
Pete Jaeger
Sylveria Kramer
Wilbur Petsche
LaVern Rickels
Marian Rickels
Karla Schneider
Frank Simon
Sr. Phyllis Vaske, OSF
Eugene Vorwald
Betty Wilgenbusch
	 Florence Jaeger

Cecelia M. Gregory
	 The Cecelia Gregory Family

Dorothy Murray
	 Pat and Carol Walsh

Reading Pollitt
	 M. A. Jacobsen

In Honor of 
Presentation Srs. 50th Jubilarians:
Sr. Marilyn Breen, PBVM
Sr. Ellen Mary Garrett, PBVM
Sr. Michaeline Healy, PBVM
Sr. Margaret Anne Kramer, PBVM
Sr. Joellen Price, PBVM
Sr. Ruth Ann Takes, PBVM
	 Sr. Marge Healy, PBVM

Sr. Marilyn Breen, PBVM
     	 Mark and Constance LaBarbera
     	 Ronald and Mary Dankert
Dick Gregory
     	 Floorshow Furniture and  	     	
	 Flooring Employees

Marriage of Terry Cole and Mary           	
	 Jane Keppler
	 Mary and Mark Wagner

Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM
Sr. Mildred Nachtman
Rev. Don Plamondon’s 		
	 40th Anniversary
   	 Florence Jaeger

In-Kind Donations
Brenda Barr
Sr. Kay Cota, PBVM
Sr. Janice Hancock, PBVM
Susan Henricks
Honkamp Krueger
James and Kathy Kean
Virginia Keppler
Tom and Maryann LoGuidice
Patrick and Chris McNamara
Bill Murray
Marge Reidy
Joseph Scieszinski
Beth Silhanek
St. Mary’s Social Concerns, 		
	 Manchester
Vincent and Elizabeth Vandenheuvel
Weber Paper Company

“Although I was hesitant about volunteering, I found 
excellent teaching aids. The diligence of the visitors is 
remarkable. I admire them and hope we are helping them 
meet their goals.” comments Franciscan Sr. Mary Clare 
O’Toole, pictured above right. She works with Budo (Bosnia), 
above left.

Left to right, Board President Mary 
Jean Gregory and Executive Director Sr. 
Corine Murray receive the 365 Impact 
Award, February 26.

Presentation Lantern 
Center was selected as the 
365 IMPACT Award Winner 
for 2013 in the category of 
Non-Profit Excellence.

Winners in twenty-four 
categories received awards 
from Dubuque 365.com 
on Tuesday, February 26, 
at the Diamond Jo Casino.

In accepting the award for the Lantern Center, Sr. Corine 
Murray gave tribute to the persons from many countries who 
share their cultures and stories with all who come to Presen-
tation Lantern Center.

“The new immigrants have so much to teach us about 
the courage of new beginnings, ” stated Sr. Corine. “I am 
amazed at their desire to learn Engish and to tell their 
stories.”

Lantern Center Wins Honors



 

Shining Lantern Lights 

Area Catholic  Sisters Tutor Visitors

Meghann Toohey and Sister René Laubenthal 
received the 2012 Presentation Lantern 
Outstanding Service Award at the December 
appreciation dinner for volunteer tutors, the Board 
of Trustees and the Leadership Team of the Sisters 
of the Presentation.   

During the past four and one- 
half years, Meghann has met 
and worked with people from 
several different countries. 
Her service has enriched her 
knowledge and experience of 
the world.

As a volunteer tutor Meghann 
is patient as she explains the 
meaning and pronunciation 
of words and the structure of 
good sentences. Her knowledge 
of Spanish is very helpful and 
Meghann knows that there is 
more to life than verbs.

“Through the Lantern Center, 
I have had the opportunity to 
work with and meet people 
from many other countries around the world. 
All of them inspire me with their dedication and 
hard work. As we practice English together, I often 
feel that I am the one who is learning the most,” 
remarks Meghann.

After a teaching career where she unlocked the 
mystery of reading for hundreds of elementary 
students, Presentation Sr. René Laubenthal 
continues to share her teaching skills with the 
adults who come to the center to learn English 

or improve their language 
skills.  Over the years she 
has taught a diverse group 
of individuals and learned 
so much from their life 
experiences. She treasures 
each and every one of her 
students and can call them 
all by name. 

 Currently she works with 
visitors from Bosnia and 
Iran. Her students past and 
present appreciate not only 
that she is an excellent 
teacher, but also that she 
is gentle and wise. 

“The Lantern Center is a 
great place to serve. There 
is a welcoming and friendly 
presence,” comments Sister 

René. “I feel blessed to tutor English to those 
from other cultures. They desire to learn and have 
grateful hearts. Friendships grow as visitors and 
tutors work together and share life’s stories.”

Left, Meghann Toohey, and right, Sister René 
Laubenthal, hold their lanterns as they follow 
the example of  Nano Nagle in her service to 
others through the ministry of hospitality.

by Sr. Corine Murray

2012 Outstanding Service Awards

1584 White Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563-557-7134 
lanterncenter@aol.com

The Presentation Lantern 
Center is a drop-in center 
offering hospitality, educational 
opportunities and advocacy to 
women and their children who 
are striving to better their lives. 
Sponsored by the Sisters of the 
Presentation, Dubuque, Iowa, the 
center is a non-profit organization.

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Contact us at
563.557.7134
lanterncenter@aol.com

Board of Trustees
Mary Jean Gregory
President

Carol Walsh
Vice-President

Frank Dunn
Treasurer

Sr. Hermann Platt, PBVM
Secretary

Sr. Rita Cameron, PBVM

Sr. Sheila Ann Dougherty, PBVM

Brad Kane 

Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM

Sr. Irma Ries, PBVM

Luis Rojas

Sr. Louise Scieszinksi, PBVM

We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches 
many lives and hearts from 
around the world. 

Please make checks payable to 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Visit us at 
www.presentationlanterndbq.org

Many Presentation sisters and 
other wonderful volunteers 
share in the mission of 
Presentation Lantern Center. 
Among them are many other 
Catholic sisters in the Dubuque 
area who are presently or 
have been tutors. All bring 
an excellent background in 
education to the role.

“I continue to learn from those 
I tutor,” says Franciscan Sr. 
Susan Ivis. “They truly value the 
opportunity to learn the English 
language.”

“I find this experience so 
enlightening and refreshing,” 
comments Visitation Sr. Ruth 
Jackson. “The young women 
from China are dedicated to 
perfecting English and learning 
our culture. I love learning with 
them!”

“I love teaching English 
to newcomers,” remarks 

Top, left to right, Sr. Mary Lou Reisch and 
Sr. Carol Ann Berte. Bottom, left to right, 
Amanda (China) and Sr. Ruth Jackson. 

Franciscan Sr. Carol Ann 
Berte. “Having learned a 
second language, I can 
appreciate the struggle.”

“I meet the world at the 
Lantern — an education in 
cultures greets tutors here 
as we meet beautiful people 
from around the world,” 
remarks Franciscan Sr. Ruth 
Elsbernd.

“The Lantern is aptly 
named — a guiding light 
that helps all see the world 
about them more clearly,” 
states Franciscan Sr. Sally 
Frommelt.

Other sisters who also have 
served over 10 years are 
Dominican Sr. Liana Glynn, 
Franciscan Sr. Charlotte 
Enright and BVM Srs. Mary 
Crimmins, Laurian McDonald, 
Mary Nojwicki and Janine 
Wolff.


