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The light of a lantern can bring hope and 
courage when life seems too challenging. Such 
is the light of tutors who journey with visitors to 
Presentation Lantern Center. 

At the December 2009 Appreciation Dinner for 
volunteer tutors and the Board of Trustees, two 
volunteers were honored for their outstanding 
service. 

Sandy Amberg, a retired high school Spanish 
teacher, has been a volunteer since January 
of 2006. She has shared her expertise and 
creative teaching methods with a variety of 
visitors. With a gentle voice and a loving heart, 
she welcomes newcomers and helps them 
understand not only the language but also the 
culture of a new country. Many a week she is at 
the center every single day. 

“Volunteering at the Lantern Center has 
opened up a new world for me,” shares Sandy. 
“I am grateful for the wonderful people I come 
in contact with daily. Everyone teaches me 
something. The languages may be different but 
the common denominator is that all people 
are seeking a life where they can live in peace, 
have enough food, adequate shelter and a 
purpose for being.”  

From the very first day that the center opened, 
Sister Francesca Presseller has been there 
sharing the gifts she has honed from a lifetime 
in the classroom. For years, she came each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning. 
With the wisdom of her years, she has helped 
newcomers learn English as she has become 
their friend.

“What an honor to have received the Lantern 
Service Award. To be able to have been a 
part of the Lantern Family has been a great 
privilege,” states Sister Francesca. “In my case 
it is more blessed to receive than to give! It 
has been a great privilege to work with the 
wonderful students/visitors who come to the 
Lantern. May the Lord continue to bless all who 
enter there.” 

Sister Corine, Lantern Center executive 
director, celebrates the gifts of Sandy and 
Sister Francesca. “I am so impressed by the 
generosity of these women. As volunteer tutors 
for people struggling to learn English they are 
helping individuals find their own voices. 

Both Sandy and Sister Francesca have touched 
the lives of newly found friends from around 
the world.

Outstanding Service Award Given 
by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM

“To speak another 
language is to 
have another 
life,” states poet 
and writer Maya 
Angelou. Almost 
daily, I experience 
the truth of this 
statement with our 

visitors. Life changes in significant 
ways when people overcome language 
barriers and are able to read a 
newspaper, communicate with the 
educators of their children, interact 
with healthcare professionals, visit 
with neighbors and participate in the 
civic life of the community. Then, they 
do indeed have another life, a happier 
and more fulfilling one. Other events, 
such as passing the citizenship 
test and declaring one’s Oath of 
Allegiance to the United States also 
signal the reality of new life.

I express appreciation to all of the 
people, businesses, churches and 
other groups who support the center 
and make it possible for our visitors 
to have another life. On the inside 
pages of this issue, please find a 
listing of friends and benefactors who 
supported our ministry of welcome to 
newcomers during the past year.  Their 
generosity creates opportunities and 
touches lives in profound ways. This 
support is indispensable in carrying 
out our mission.

lantern center 
Welcome 
by Sr. Corine Murray, PBVM, Executive Director

Tutors, Sandy Amberg (left) and Sister Francesca Presseller (right) proudly raise their Lanterns and certificates.



supporting the mission 
Friends of the Presentation Lantern Center

Monetary gifts up to $24
Susan Balsamo
Sr. Jessi Beck, PBVM
Julie and Thomas Blomme
Marv and Georgia Botsford
Susan Brayton
Mary Pat Breitfelder
Elaine Brown
Clarence and Mary Lou Bruess
Thomas and Juanita Burke
Doug and Pat Collins
Ron and Lynn Connelly
Charlotte Danner
Jo Ann Delany
Sr. Michelle Gallagher, PBVM
Sr. Karen Jasper, PBVM
Sr. Sheila Kane, PBVM
Sr. Sharon Kelchen, PBVM
Levonne Kerth
Tae Young and Kisuk Kim
Nicole Kuhlmann
George and Marjorie Kutsch
Phil and Mary Lockhart
James and Loris Loughren
Mary McMahon
Rosella Metzger
Terry and Cathy Nauman
Darlene Richard
James Richman

Sr. Anthony Rottinghaus, PBVM
Sr. Roseanne Rottinghaus, PBVM
Jeff and Traci Segerstrom
Mary Ellen and Bill Smith	
Woody and Paula Spain	
Marla Tranel	
Shirley Strub	
	
$24 to $49	
Patricia Baumann	
Robert and Betty Beecher	
Mary Jane Besch	
Dianne Brehm	
Ron and Mary Dankert	
Julie A. Duncan	
Paul and Sara R. Dupont	
Paula Feely	
Dirk and Lorilee Hamel	
Tom and Carol Heim
Bert and Betty Hillary
Stephanie Jacobson
Tom and Julie Kane
James and Kathy Kean
Nancy Knipper
June Ludowitz
Paul and Kathleen Massey
Marlene Myers
Pat and Darlene O’Neill
Mike and Kathy Panko

Stephen and Kris Rodham
Gwen Sayler
Mary Schmidt
John and Janene Schneden
Ann Shoppel
Helen Thielen
Ruth Turnis
Keith and Peg Unangst
Kathryn Whitlow
Lenny and Mags Young
Kenneth and Karen Zeckser

$50 to $99
Donna Bauerly
Bill and Sue Biver
Patricia Caceres and Rosa  
   Maldonado
Joyce Callahan
James and Leticia Delaney
Dr. John and Imogene Eckstein
Terrance and Paula Friedman
Paul and Betty Frommelt
Calvin and Barbara Gatch, Jr.
Good Search
Jeanne Harrington
Helen Hubler
Andrew Ilcin
Mary Wilkes Karraker
James and Ellen Kaune
Charlotte King
Thomas and Alina Klein
Donald and Caroline Koppes
Sr. Beth,PBVM, Betty & Jeanne Kress 
Charles and Dorothy Kurkjian
Rev. Msgr. Edward Lechtenberg
Dana and Graciela Livingston
Madonna Moeller
Jane and Ray Murray
John and Missy Murray
Jane and Paul Nagy

Presentation Lantern Center is sponsored by the Sisters 
of the Presentation. We are deeply grateful to all who 
partner with us in this ministry of hospitality, educational 
opportunities and advocacy to newcomers from across the 
street and across the globe. We appreciate your generosity 
and remember you in our daily prayers.

Charlie loves to read at the Lantern Center while his mom studies for the citizenship test.

Visitors and tutors help Sister Corine (front row, center) and Helen Cox (front row, right) 
light the seven-year anniversary candle. 

Rev. Joseph O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Reinert
DJ Ruden
John and Patricia Scherrman
Becky Searcy
Ken and Maureen Siegert
Sisters of the Visitation, Dubuque, IA
Peggy Sowle
Special Touch Hair Shoppe
Rita Stanley
Harry and Mary Stanton
Al and Gladys Tebbe
Arsen and Carole Varjabedian
Louise Vaske
Patrick and Carol Walsh
Rev. John Walsh
Ronald and Madonna Weaver
Westminster Presbyterian Church,    
   Dubuque, IA
Robert and Mariko Wilbricht
Sr. Josita Zieser, PBVM

$100 to $249
Dr. L. Peter and Cindy Alt
Rev. John Barnes
Cecelia Becker
Dr. Thomas and Margaret Benda
Karla Berns
Richard and Joann Birkenbeuel
Michael and Suzanne Blouin
Jeff and Sherry Booth
Chapter G. E. of P.E.O.
Church of the Nativity, Dubuque, IA
Alice Clark
Joyce Connors
Paula Connors & Paul Opperman 
Brian and Ann Cooper
Janann Corken
Sr. Therese Corkery, PBVM
Kevin and Megan Deeny



James and Mary DiDomenico
Charles and Donna Ewy
Sr. Lynn Marie Fangman, PBVM
Joseph and Barbara Featherston
Floorshow Furniture & Flooring
Donald and Eleanor Freiburger
Marvin and Karen Freiburger
Maxine Griep
Louise Gschwendtner
Frank Honigman
House 8-3 Teaching Team, Eleanor 
   Roosevelt School, Dubuque, IA
M. A. Jacobsen
Merlin and Florence Jaeger
Evgueni and Olga Kazberouk
Rev. Dan Knepper
Rev. Eugene Kutsch
Robert F. Lee
Janet Leonard
Charles and Helen Lickteig
Richard and Julie Lundstrom
Rev. Msgr. John McClean
Joanne T. McKay

Steve McMahon
Teresa Melloy
Mercy Family Pharmacy
Robert and Susan Miller
Mississippi Valley Running Assoc.
   Dubuque, IA
Tom and Mary Oglesby
Bob and Ann Osterhaus
Luanus Ott
Prudential Financial Retirement   
   Group
Carol and Leon Rausch
Reading Educator’s Association  
    of Dubuque, IA
Mark and Susan Renaud
Mike and Gail Scherr
Betty Simon
Sisters of Charity, BVM
Sisters of the Presentation, 
   New Windsor, NY
St. Joseph Church, Elkader, IA
Theodore and Carrol Stark
Charles and Rita Swinton
Sr. Ruth Ann Takes, PBVM
Kathleen Weber

$250 to $499 
Bon-Ton Stores
Bradley and Theresa Buss
Frank and Maryann Dunn
Dick and Mary Jean Gregory
Herrig & Herrig Financial Services
Stephen and Sharon Loeffelholz
Betty McKay
Patrick and Deborah Murray
New Melleray Abbey
Mary Roethler
Judith Schwartz and Beth Artico
Sr. Louise Scieszinski, PBVM
St. James Church, Forest City, IA

$500 to $999 
Anonymous Donor
Arnold and Joyce Honkamp
Jeanne Lauritsen
Rev. Paul McDonald
Robert and Beverly Murray
Charles and Margreet Ryan
James and Mary Schmid 
   Family Trust

Sisters of St. Francis 
   Dubuque, IA
St. Columbkille Parish, Dubuque, IA 
St. Mary Parish, Marshalltown, IA
St. Raphael Cathedral, Dubuque, IA
Trappistine Nuns, INC
Rev. Doug Wathier

$1,000
Rafael and Mary Duncalf Trust
Janet Rhomberg
St. Mary’s-St. Vincent de Paul,    
   Dubuque, IA

$2,000 
Jim and Marita Theisen Donor-  
   Advised Fund, Greater 
   Community Foundation
Jim and Marita Theisen

TOTAL $31,322

In-Kind Donations
Susan Balsamo
Roger and Marilyn Bentley
Janet Berns
Sr. Joan Brincks, PBVM
Elaine Brown
Patricia Caceres
Paul and Joanne Carty
Catholic Daughters of America,
   Farley, IA
Clifton Gunderson, LLP
Sr. Donard Collins, BVM
Delta Dental
Denny’s Pumkin Patch
Kevin and Joan Fischer
Mrs. Evelyn Friedman
Carol Heim
Sr. Carmen Herndez, PBVM
Eldon and Marjorie Herrig
Sr. Gabrielle Hoefer, RSM
Holy Ghost School Community
Honkamp Krueger
Merlin and Florence Jaeger
James and Ellen Kaune
James and Kathy Kean
Kevin and Mary Kern
Mainstay Suites, Dubuque, IA
McGraw Hill Higher Education
Mother of Good Counsel 
   Theresians, Dubuque, IA
Tom and Mary Oglesby
Shirley Rhodes
River Lights 2nd Edition
Paul Ruzicka
Domingo Sanchez
Rev. Richard Schaefer
Jane Schreiber
Davoed and Azar Shahrivar
St. Anthony Parish, Dubuque, IA
Upsilon Master Chapter,
   Beta Sigma Phi
Margaret Wurth

In Memory of:
Reading Pollitt
   Marv and Georgia Botsford
   Doug and Pat Collins
   Gordon and Lynne Dahnke
   David and Cathy Dillion
   Paula Feely
   Dan and Marlene Frye   
   Dirk and Lorilee Hamel
   Jeanne Harrington
   Andrew Ilcin 
   House 8-3 Teaching Team, E.     	
      Roosevelt School, Dubuque, IA
   M. A. Jacobsen     
   Tom and Julie Kane

   Thomas and Alina Klein
   John and janet Knabel
   Charles and Dorothy Kurkjian
   Robert F. Lee
   Grayce Oneill-Carty
   Brian and Yvette O’Connor
   Dorothy Pollitt
   John and Janene Schneden
   Wayne and Michelle Schnier
   Jeff and Traci Segerstrom
   Woody and Paula Spain
   Tim and Lynn Steines
   David and Marlee Tart
   Arsen and Carole Varjabedian
Joe Adams
   Paul and Sara R. Dupont
Sr. Anna Howley, PBVM
   Phil and Mary Lockhart
Jim Norton
   Ken and Maureen Siegert
Maria Ester Quintana
   DJ Ruden
Peter J. Theis
   Ann Shoppel
Joyce Boge
Betty Breitbach
Armella Clemen
Jim Daly
Carl Domeyer
Bob Eichacker
Catherine Griffin
Gilbert Honkomp
Dorothy Kluseman
Virginia Meyer
Joe Palmer
Ina Pape
Alvin Schlichte
Mary Simon
Maude Swenson
Bill Then
Ed Ungs
Anna Mae Wernke
Madonna Wulfekuhle   
   Merlin and Florence Jaeger 

In Honor of:
Elizabeth Guiliani
50th Presentation Jubilarians
   Sr. Lynn Marie Fangman, PBVM
   Sr. Sheila Kane, PBVM
Dick Gregory
   Floorshow Furniture & Flooring    
   Employees
Teresa Kotturan, SCN
   Anonymous

Azar works on 
her computer 
skills with the 
new computer, 
monitor 
and printer 
purchased 
with a grant 
from the 
Dubuque 
Racing 
Association.

Reading Pollitt, 1933 - 2009

With his family and friends we mourn his passing on 
December 13, 2009. For the lives Reading touched at 
the center, for his special delight in helping individuals 
prepare for the citizenship test and for the memorials 
received in his honor that will continue to benefit 
Lantern Center students we give thanks.



1501 Jackson Street, Suite B
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563.557-7134 
lanterncenter@aol.com

The Presentation Lantern 
Center is a drop-in center 
offering hospitality, educational 
opportunities and advocacy to 
women and their children who 
are striving to better their lives. 
Sponsored by the Sisters of the 
Presentation, Dubuque, Iowa, the 
center is a non-profit organization.

HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Tuesday, Thursday
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Contact us at
563.557.7134
lanterncenter@aol.com

Board of Trustees
Mary Jean Gregory
President

Kevin Deeny
Vice-President

Frank Dunn
Treasurer

Sr. Beth Kress, PBVM
Secretary

Sr. Marilyn Breen, PBVM

Sr. Rita Cameron, PBVM

Sr. Lynn Marie Fangman, PBVM

Sr. Julie Marie Marsh, PBVM

Sr. Carla Popes, PBVM

Frank Reinert

Dora Serna

We welcome your support and 
prayers. Your generosity touches 
many lives and hearts from 
around the world. Please make 
checks payable to Presentation 
Lantern Center.

Left to Right: TOP LEFT, Tutor, Sister James 
Marie Gross, enjoys a friendly break with 
Letty and Bianca (Mexico). TOP RIGHT, 
Li and Fei (China) share a delicious 
meal during the fall potluck. BOTTOM 
LEFT,Veronica (Mexico) and tutor, Sister 
Rene Laubenthal, crochet a baby blanket. 
BOTTOM RIGHT, Tutor, Jane Wickler, and 
Domingo (Mexico)help decorate the 
center for the winter holidays.

photo gallery 
Life at the 
Center
Visitors, families and volunteers 
commemorate anniversaries, 
awards and achievements. They 
gather at potlucks. They mark 
holidays and seasons — all love 
the frequent celebrations at 
Presentation Lantern Center.

Small successes are celebrated every day at 
Presentation Lantern Center. Mastering verb 
conjugations or improving conversational skills 
represent hours of study and practice for our visitors 
struggling to learn English. Occasionally a visitor 
achieves a particularly important accomplishment. 
We share the successes as three of our visitors 
reached their goals in recent months.

Min Zhuang Ji and her husband, JaPing, came to the 
United States from China ten years ago and settled 
in a Chicago suburb with their daughter. They had 
come with the hope of achieving citizenship. JaPing 
died in 2005 and their daughter and family returned 
to China for a job opportunity. Consequently, Ming 
Zhuang moved to Dubuque in 2008. Despite these 
personal upheavals, Min Zhuang remained dedicated 
to becoming a citizen. She studied the test questions 
and listened to the taped answers daily. Her interview 
was January 14, 2010, in Des Moines. She passed 
the test and can now proudly declare herself a U.S. 
citizen!

Vladimir Gonzales is another new and proud U.S. 
citizen.  His native country is Chile, where an 
international company employed him. He traveled 
extensively, living and working in Indonesia and 

Mexico, but it wasn’t until he met his future wife 
that he considered making the United States his 
home. Vladimir followed Cathleen, a U.S. native 
and an IBM employee, to the States, eventually 
coming to Dubuque in May 2009. This world 
traveler officially put down roots in U.S. soil when 
he passed the citizenship exam in Des Moines 
on February 18, 2010.  He now calls Dubuque 
“home.”

Xiao Ling Song was a nurse in China before 
coming to the United States in 2009. Extremely 
skilled in her profession, she struggled with 
English. Tutor, Sandy Amberg helped Xiao 
Ling enroll in the C.N.A. course at North Iowa 
Community College. Tutor, Dianne Harris, a retired 
nurse, worked with Xiao Ling to improve her 
conversational skills and to learn medical terms in 
English. In December 2009, Xiao LIng passed the 
C.N.A. examand is now certified to work in health 
care.

We celebrate these accomplishments with Min 
Zhuang, Vladimir and Xiao Ling.  Their hard work, 
tenacity and strong desire to be part of the United 
States fueled their success. As their guides, we 
can only say it is a marvelous thing to witness. 

Visitors Achieve Successes, Reach Goals
by Mary Jean Gregory

Vladimir Gonzales Xiao Ling Song

Their hard work, tenacity and 
strong desire to be part of 
the United States fueled their 
success. 

Ming Zhuang Ji


